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Comrades: One of you, Mr. Helm, said to me just now, “I am interested £ 

in your work.’ I replied, ‘I aminterested in your work!’ What is the 

difference between your work and mine? Iam grateful that the Lord led © 3 

me here to spend an evening with you. Dr. Hodgkin wrote a book entitled, 

“The Christian Revolution.” I ama a y 

labor organizer and petty politician, a: a 

. manufacturer of candidates to the Diet ; 

so 1. shall, adopt® the title, of {The 
Christian Revolution in Japan !’ 


What is Christianity? What did you 
come to Japan for? JI want to put to 
you that fundamental question. Karl 
Marx has four main points: (1) The 
materialistic conception of history, 
(2) The theory of surplus value, (3) The 
concentration of capital, and (4) The 
theory of class struggle. Christianity 
has also four points to contrast with 
these of Marx: (1) The interpretation 
of history with the Grace of God, (2) 
Sacrifice, (3)Redemption or Atonement, 
(4) Brotherhood. 


1. The interpretation of history with 
the Grace of God is not materialistic 
| but idealistic, hidden back of the surface 
| of material living. ‘The history of 
grace means to help the poor, redeem the sinful, cure the sick, and help — 
those who have, their hearts bruised. I take that interpretation from my 
reading, from the first chapter of the Old Testament clear through to the’ — 
twenty-second chapter of Revelation ; and especially in the eighth chapter 
of the Epistle to the Romans I find the fundamental interpretation’ of the — 
Grace of God. To some this is hard to understand ; but living in the slums 
I think more and more of the Grace of God, and experience it in my heart. 
Some speak of Social Christianity. I do not like that phrase. I never 
say, “ Social Christian ”—I say “God”. God is greater than society and ~ 
includes everything. The word “ Evangelism” or “ evangelistic ” comes 
from the Greek “ Euangelion”’, which means ‘“ emancipation”. Some — 
people distinguish between social and evangelical Christianity, but the two _ 
are one. Christ in his Manifesto in the eighteenth verse of the fourth 
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chapter of Lites chaise all. forms of emancipation, physical, social, 

sychological and political. I am working for the Grace of God, not merely 
or social Christianity. Our movement for social betterment is simply an 
extension of the Grace of God to the poor, the needy, the bruised and the 
_ oppressed. An America they are laying too much emphasis’ on social 
Christianity. We must emphasize the Grace of God. 
| 2. Sacrifice is sometimes mocked at. Karl Kautzy’s book on the Class 
Struggle, in its first chapter, attacks the social settlement movement as — 
_ charity. It is true that in some sense charity is a false treatment for the © 
poor. Yor the rich to grab on one side and give on the other is bad... Bue) 
Sacrifice will never disapper from the history of mankind. Osaka, for 
instance, has a population of 2,250,000 people, and among them only 
- 640,000 are workers and professional men. Only about one-fourth of the 
- population is working. The rest of them are mostly children, or the sick 
|! andaged. So one able-bodied man must work for three other people, and 
serve the aged and the young. We have always sickness, accidents and 
_ death with us, so we must have the principle of sacrifice all the time. 9 

3. Atonement or Redemption. This is the opposite of the theory of the 

concentration of capital. Sacrifice and Redemption are different. Some 
q ‘who do not understand Redemption want to put Sacrifice in its place. 
~ Some modern theologians have not meditated enough. But more and more 
' when you dig deep into the hearts of the wretched, the broken and the 
suffering, you ‘find the meaning of Redemption. Millionaires accumulate 
wealth from other people. That is the concentration of capital. Redemp- 
‘tion on the contrary means that when a person has committed a crime 
against me, instead of revenging myself upon him, I will try to redeem him, 
+4 and give my energy for him, and put him up above me. I redeem the sins 
and crimes of his past, and put him above me and push him forward beyond 
| the place where I am standing. Redemption needs three times more than 
ordinary energy: (1) For my own self, (2) For the other person, and 
_ (3) for going down and putting him again above the level where I am 
_ standing. That is the way that Christ has appointed. 

A mother suffers for her child. But the mother’s sort of sacrifice is not 
enough for the Christian movement. The mother’s. sacrifice is not yet 
conscious. Redemption involves full consciousness of the crimes and sins of 
_ others. It means that I must redeem and purify and ‘sanctify and make 
holy the other person. That isa great work. It is a work for God alone. 
= We are only the fingers of God in it. 

; What is the meaning of ‘ Christ’ ” here? Not Jesus, the man, who 
disappeared nineteen centuries ago. Christ means the Will to save—the 
eternal loving will to save all who are in crimes and sins and those who are 
suffering. God brings everybody into one (even the wretched into one}—that 
is the At-one-ment, the Atonement, in contrast to the concentration of capital. 
4. Brotherhood is the Christian principle opposed to that of the class 
struggle. Harnack in his book, “‘ What is Christianity ?”’ points us back to 

Christ. I do not like that phrase. I would not go back to nineteen 
centuries ago; but rather I want to say, “ Let us start from Christ ”’—aot 
from Pharisaism, nor from the Nicene Creed, nor from the Westminster 
' Catechism, but from Christ Himself. We have a glorious history of Christian 

Sag teat The Alexandrian Christians succored the plague-sufferers. 
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~ thousand poor idan vee at the time sf fie Grosses Boe re w 
‘movements of Christian Love. And from the thirteenth century we have 
_ the most glorious history of the Gemeinschaft, the Christian Broth = 
which took its inspiration from St. Francis and flourished in ut 
' Germany. From it developed the Beghard movement, which in 
inspired the Friends of God; and this led to the Brotherhood of ( 
Life of the Rhine district, to which belong Thomas 4 Kempis and f 
and the author of the Theologia Germanica which Luther liked. 
communistic movement helped lead to the Anabaptists, who were coe 
by violence by the Austrian kings, merely because they wanted to live up 
the Sermon on the Mount. But Huss learned from them and the Morav 
followed. From the Moravians Wesley received the inspiration fo 
great movement. The Episcopalian church was reformed also, and Boo 
- movement is one of the branch works from the Moravian brotherhoot 
The emancipation of the slaves and the temperance movement trace thei 
engin also to the Brotherhood Movement, which started from Christ. 
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_ We are laying too much emphasis on defining Christianity. We shou 
cether try to live up to Christ. We should not try to define God, but try. te 
live as sons of God. ‘The church histories, now histories of dogma, shoul 
become records of the movements for Christian Brotherhood. rd 

There are now a great many socialists in Japan. But when the first — | 
modern missionaries came here, Christianity was a new thing, and very _ 
radical. Now it is not radical, but rather too meek. It has lost the fire for 
Revolution. So the young men, many of them, do not like Christianity ‘ 
because it is too lukewarm. Young men like radicalism. You young ~ 
missionaries have seemed radical to your parents. You came here ey ; 
establish your Kingdom of God. Neitzsche says, ‘Truth is with radicalism”, 
—hbut the pastors are too meek now. Before sovietism and communism 
came to Japan, Christianity was considered dangerous. I had two or three 
detectives following me all the time before the earthquake. Young men like 1 
to have detectives. following them! The pastors have been tamed by the | i 
government, and the Christians are all the time going to the capitalists and © 
the bankers,—so the young men have stopped g going to church, because it " 
has lost the fire of revolution. ‘ik 

When Ebina and Uemura caught the fire, they had the spirit of f revolution, 
not of violence but of the Grate of God. But the second generation of 
Christians don’t do anything. You are the third generation. You have Ey 
come in a good time to start the fire again. So you need these four points— i 


the interpretation of history with the Grace of God, the principles of Sacrifice a) 

and of Atonement and of Christian Brotherhood. i ie i 
’ The question often arises, “‘ Do we need the missionaries ?”’ Some say " 

“No” “Drive them away!’’ You have all heard expressions of disgust ~ 


against the missionaries. Well, in some sense it is true that we need nationaley 
Christianity. But I ama revolutionist, I stand for Internationalism,—not 
of the first, second, or third Internationale,—but for the Christian ‘Inter- < 
‘national. where 4 is it seated? In Moscow? No! Not in Moscow, butin 
Heaven. ‘ecgee 

There are two Americas—Heaven-America and Hell-America. Even 


Yo 
among the churches we have the two extremes, the best and the. worst. a 
. o. 
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ot Hearst- America. In Japan we have not. the best. nor. the 
© middle type. In some sense the middle type is good, but in’ 


alta, binky aaah’ PA otitis ie CRY They faude not fia commerei- / 
a ‘Christianity—not too much business in Christianity. Dont give a. 
tress to (Japanese) nationalistic Christianity ! ! Stand for Inter nations ta lig 
hen you ‘become too nationalistic in America it is not Christianity. ee 
u are too nationalistic in England it is like Shintoism. When we ‘etal 
x Christian Internationalism, that is the gospel—the ies ek Oh 
ranki d from borderlines and fortresses full of tin soldiers ! 

Why do we need the gospel? Jesus’ declaration in the synagogue ae 
azareth (Luke 4:18) was the tidings of Jubilee. ‘So you must carry the — 
hi wis) spel all the time. Dont be a sorrowful) Christian! We have enough » 


Ke oppressed, the suffering, the prisoners. Sometimes the rich also are 


he poor and the i ae ee where you are most needed, Do we 
need you? Yes! 
- Sixty years ago at the time of the Meiji Era, there were two classes of | 


members of the Kumamoto Band. (2) Those who sought comfort. The 
- main body of the early Japanese Christians were recruited from among those 


ae Power. Ibuka, Okuno, Ebara, Uemura were among these, 


- Battle of Toba and fled in a boat and hid himself and there became a 
- Christian. Yuki Munezo, a famous follower of the Shogun, went to Kofu, 
_ Two hundred Sendai Samurai were baptised in Hakodate as Greek 
~ Catholics. Such were the people who had the courage to bear the cross for 
Christ in the early days. They came to Him originally as seekers for comfort. 
The first type of Christians have now become philosophers. The second 
have become rich people, some of them millionaires, such as the Mitsui 
Be family, and the Mitsubishi people. Among the rich are many Christians 
-. who were mostly poor at the beginning of the Meiji Era. They came of 

good samurai stock, and have gotten rich now, and have forgotten the time 

when they were poor and wretched and miserable. Dont imitate those 
am people. To-day we must approach the lower class—the lowly. Sixty 

'years ago the samurai were seekers for light and comfort. Now the 
~ laborers, the peasants, the petty shop keepers ‘the miners, the fishermen, are 
seeking Christ for comfort and light. 

Twenty years ago the rural population was larger than that in the cities. 
Two years ago they were just equal. But now the population of the cities, 
of which there are 105 in Japan, is larger than that in the country. Fighty- 
- five percent of the city dwellers are living in rented tenements, and ten 
| percent are utterly poor and desperate—what Booth called “the submerged 

4 tenth”. Seventy percent of the people in the rural districts are desperately 
- poor. ‘os Kagawa Ken in Shikoku, eighty- -five percent of all the farmers are 
pasnants, and farm one acre per bauer. The Japanese peasants are utterly poor. 
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sorrow in Japan. Look joyful. We must emancipate’ the poor, the 


_ defeated in war, in the struggles connected with the Restoration of the | 


-Okuno and Uemura were subjects of the Shogun. Ebara was beaten in the 


a very funny places a flee yee ‘good ‘Atderica =the Lineoti- a 


uffering and need the gospel. But when they are self-satisfied, let us go to. ‘ 


people who became Christians : (1) Seekers for light, for emancipation from _ 
ignorance, for a philosophy of life and of the universe. Such were the a 


_ prosperous. And we have in all only one hundred and sixty thousand 


wanted to first of all attain to economic independence, and have forgotten to 


classes, and there are very few in.such poor districts as Fukagawa and | 


thirty million? Who will do it? If the Americans will withdraw from — 


Russia during the Russo-Japanese War, refused to go, and served all 


_ revealed it to you, but dont tell it.” When John asked him if he were the 


Tere are five million fishermen, ia have never Ween touched by any © % vi 
missionary except by Captain Bickel. For eighteen years I have been 
praying for the fishermen but nobody has touched them yet. Who is s the 
Doctor Luke of the Labrador of this group ? ae 

- As for the miners,—there are four hundred thousand when the mines are 
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Christians not counting the Catholics. Up to the present the churches have — 
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broadcast. So the churches are mostly among the students and middle — 


Honjo, and fewer still in the rural districts, where there are still thirty 
million peasants untouched by the Cospel. How can we approach these — cA 


Japan,—alright—let them go back! ‘That is the American way, but it is 7s | 
not the way of the Christian Internationale. If I were John R. Mott I a 
would appoint at least twenty or thirty missionaries.at once for the fishermen, Ng 
to remain forty years—and proportionately for the other untouched groups. aie 
Dont think of yourself as an American, or a Canadian, or a Britisher. 
Consider that you are one of the Sons of God, appointed for the Christian Ae 
Revolution, of the interpretation of history by the Grace of God. Some 
people will criticise you, saying you are receiving too much salary, and that 
if they would employ Japanese evangelists they could get about twice as 
many. If we can manage in that way, let us do so. But if we Japanese _ 
haven’t sufficient workers, and if you Americans cannot trust the Japanese, — 
you can work yourselves. But forget nationality. Be like Nicolai, the ~~ 
Russian bishop, who when the Japanese government ordered him Wack to. 


through the period of the war—served the people. a 
I am now reading the New Testament from a new point of view. Christ 

never said ‘‘I am Christ.” At Caesarea Philippi he said, “ Who am 1?” ~ 

When Peter answered, he did not say, ‘“ Yes!’’ He said, “« Simon, God 


Christ, he sent the answer to look at what he had done. He postponed all 
answers till after his death. Dont define yourselves, but serve! Help the 
bruised, the blind, and those in prison, There are soviet ambassadors in’ 
Japan. What we need in Japan is Christian Internationalism. Dont 
consider your work with a nationalistic idea. When you are, making a 
small Japanese fishing village better, that will Lencate back on America, 
Great Britain, and other countries. 


Dont be discouraged either that Japanese civilization is going higher than 
your own. Look at the McAIl Mission in Paris. It established about Sixty ape 
centers in the East End, and did a work that the French. protestants 
themselves could not do... Probably the Japanese forces are not enough to 
evangelize Japan. Try the McAll method. Make one million Christians i in 
Japan. If we can have one million Christians in Japan, that will mean an 
independent, an indigenous Christian movement. Send missionaries until 
the Japanese Christian population has reached one million. The Huguenots 
could not sustain themselves in France without help from outside. We need 
you in Japan, not only as English teachers, but as Service men, as Revolu- 
tionists, as Borodins in China, not with violence, but with the Grace of God. 
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. Million Souls os Ohrist tGhopaied ase to by Mr. eae # 

the pe of his article, . was specifically proposed, by | him to the _ 
riends of Jesus Conference at Gotemba, August, 1926, although he had 
talking of itas much asa year earlier. During the year of 1927 the © 
rs of cards expressing Christian decision in Mr. Kagawa’s own meetings 
ber just over nine thousand. Beginning with 1928, Mr. Kagawa plans | 
over the whole Empire of Japan in three years, taking one-third each 
ear. In 1928 he will go to the Loo Choo Islands and south- west Japan. — 
n each city, before he visits it, the pastors must come together in inter- — 
denominational cooperation. The requests are almost in from the groups of 
' pastors, and all that remains to be decided for this year is the date of ° 


‘ ES scams the eee which depends upon the demands of Mr. 


“While at Karuizawa last summer, Mr. Kagawa held a esateronte attended 
by Commissioner Yamamuro, Prof. Tso, Abe. Rev. Seimatsu Kimura, Rev. 
_ Michio Kozaki, Dr. Daikichiro Tagawa, other national leaders, and many 
~ missionaries, to pray and plan together for the One Million Souls Campaign. 
At that time he formulated the following suggestions for the promotion of — 
a the campaign, hoping to unite all. Christian forces and denominations and 


OF 
e ae in the one purpose to win One Million Souls for Christ : 


a. Organization of early morning prayer meetings throughout Japan, 
(ore morning each week, say Saturday morning, has been suggested.) 
. 2, Promoting the spirit of unity of all churches. 
ay Evangelization by occupational groups, such as clerks, farmers, sailace 
Esheimen, miners, etc. 
4. Promotion of groups of touring evangelists. 
_ 5, The “Church in the House” movement (Ecclesia Oixos-using 
Christian homes as places for preaching and prayer meetings, where there 
are no church buildings. ) 
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i 6. Street meetings. 

a 7. Union mass meetings. 

Wa 8, Mutual Aid Societies inside the churches. 

Ea 9. Church class meetings of the Methodist class meeting type. 


10. Bible classes. Organization of many new ones in unevangelized 
districts. 

- 11. Simple Institutes for the training of lay evangelists, aiming to 
_-systematise the study of the Gospel. 

12. Evangelization by the use of literature, using tracts leaflets, circulat- 
ing Christian books, etc. . 
13. The Denominations and methods of evangelism : 


_~* a. Some denominations have special methods or materials, which could 
_be shared with the others in a local community, and each gain by the 
exchange. Under this heading come educational slides or moving pictures. 
There could be the uniting of all denominations in special Christian lectures, 
_ and in touring evangelism. 
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Peasants Unions, such as: i A gute 


of Thomas a Kempis. 


all over ‘Japan. ef 


and in each build up ways and means of united work ; such as: 


1 os See 
14. Mass Evanglism needs to borrow the methods of ie: Labor and 


eee Le enlisting of many non-salaried volunteer workers. _ 
b. Getting all members to attend all church services. , 
c: Organizations of connections between denominations. 

d. Use of the newspapers. 

e. Brotherhood Movements, such as the Brotherhood of Common Life 
f. We must have a new re-birth of spirit (atarashii kibun ni naru Tate) 
g. The establishing of conferences for spiritual training in various places | 


h. Divide Japan into ten districts : ss 
Tokyo and vicinity Nagoya and vicinity eget 
_ Sendai . i Shikoku ©,, | we 
Yamagata ,, x Chugoku ,, co nett 
Kanazawa °° 1. Fukuoka 53 gah oh yi alee 
Osaka a a. “Lottoris 73) if 


(1) Speakers to be divided up fairly among these aisicts 
(2) ‘Travelling libraries. 
(3) — District evangelistic headquarters. 
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(4) Farmers and Laborers Gospel Institutes, etc., etc. " ME 


KARUIZ AWA CONFERENCE ON THE ONE MILLION SOULS FOR CHRIST 

CAMPAIGN Seated, from left to right, are, Rev. Motojiro Sugiyama, Rev. Toyohiko 

as We Dr. Daikichiro Tagawa, Prof. Isoo Abe, Comr. Gumpei Yamamuro, and Rev. 
atsuyama. 


Behind Prof. Abe is Rev. Michio Kozaki, standing, Rey. Seimatsu Kimura stands at- 
extreme the rear. 
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A ‘MISSIONARY 1 PRAYS FOR THE MIGHTY RUSHING 
Pon, - WIND OF REVIVAL 


Blow away our pettiness Ae Rinne’ ay aa 
Blow away our self-centredness 

Blow away our discouragement ; 
Blow over this vast land the breath of Thy Spirit t 
Lift us up and bear us.away from our corner 

Swirl us out and up and along in the blast 

ew sll we see the people— 

- Yea, as Thou seest them, swept clean from dead leaves and dust, 
Blow away our irritations 


ie Blow away our impatience 

a Blow away our memories of past wrong 

z Blow away our anxiety 

2. 4 Sweep clean away all the various dust and the ashes. 

a . Lay bare the reality, the rock which Thou didst make, 

i ¢ 'And which Thou, even Thou, didst put on the PROM OREORY: 
et For a witness to the people. 

x - Blow warm from the illimitable sea of Thy Love 

| And cold down from the glistening heights of hy purity. 
— : The bamboos bend low 


And turn pale before Thee 
The bird wavers and falls back 
Before Thy blast. ' 


, Thou didst make and hast conquered all Nature — 


Conquer us, O God! 
~\When we see from the level ~ 
That which is near is largest 
Lift us up—let-us see as Thou seest 
The-innumerable number of living things 
And that which is small 
And that which is large in truth 
Yea, that which is gold and that which is glass. 
We are confined by. the house which we have made for ourselves 
Sweep us out into Thine immensity. 
We are weary of our dust and our lowness 
We long for the shining peaks which we see in the distance 
But we cannot bring ourselves thither. 
We feel Thee as Thou passest over us 
And remember that there is no place which may not be cleansed by Thee 
‘Yet the people are suffocating’ 
For want of Thy life-giving breath 
‘They are in the stifling darkness 
Behind closed doors. 


_» Weare helpless till Thou dost revive us with them. 


Blow on Thy world, savingly, resistlessly 
O Cleansing Spirit, O Omnipotent One, 
Blow! 
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+ them!,’ He said again. ‘Forget that they are Japanese and you an 
American, Love can span all barriers.” 


Recor of clean mats, the only furniture being Kagawa Sensei’ reie vol ; 


a few moments through the great thoughts of both Testaments, vivid] 
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He was my pastor in Kobe. After once  exparicncne: the six. o'c ae 
Sunday morning services, there was no stopping. No heat nor wearine 
‘summer could rival the dynamic pull of that fellowship. Students, c 
‘workers, slum peoplera tie same group every week—came se 
at his feet. 


wooden chair and table. But there was sumptuous furnishing for t 
“spirit ; after moments of sacramental worship, in the holy quiet of the ea: 
morning, everyone plied Bibles and mimeographed outlines, leading us it 


associated with their jmodern meanings in current events, The, newe 
Sta of the group shared in the reading. ve 


_ Snatches of Kagawa San’s ins Auta aca for the Seiiee for Europ 


modern prototype of 1b: the apostle of eee conviction that een! if 
one could travel round the whole world, here in the Shinkawa slums was _ 
the acme of scientific, social and religious value,—that in this comradely 
Oriental with his large print Testament and poor eyes was a veritable 
modern incarnation,—all these memories and more crowded back when, — 
suffering from the trachoma he caught in the slums, I saw him again in New — 
_ York City. 

The missionary friend who had kindly included me in the joint interview 
asked how she might reach the slum people. Expecting a description oft 
technic, she was startled by his brief reply, ‘I love them,’ ‘ But’, she said, — 

‘a foreigner is different. How can a foreigner work for them? mee Loves 


“ How can I help Japanese working women?” Iasked. ‘I have been! Bs 
studying Labor Economics.and Industrial Conditions because of the stimulus 
received in Shinkawa.” ) : 
» “Come and work with us!” was the instant and astonishing reply. Bie 
And then he checked himself, and the cooperative spirit which characterizes 
all his work expressed itself. \‘‘ Aren’t you coming back under he 
Board? “No.” nor under the—“ ‘No ”. “ Then come!” 

- How has it worked out ? 

First, the long, difficult way through the darkness, testing and developing “i 
‘the habit of utter faith in the Unseen Leadership needed. at all moments. — 
Then, after fundamental spiritual experience, the outward result in the — 
gathering of friends to form a new sort of mission board, based on the 
principle of democratic cooperation with Oriental spiritual leadership—inter- Ae 
denominational, inter-class, international, Then a quick trip across the — 
Pacific and an immediate plunge into a many-sided program which has made — 


* “ Sensei’ is the respectful title for a teacher. * ae Axes 


nine months seem bad) ‘tich and full and joyous. as so. many years. 
demands for another copy of the following letter, since the popes was. ° 
sted, have led to its reprinting : / GR 
- Cooperators and Friends Everywhere: : 


% 


_ ‘During World Fellowship. Month two years ago I wrote fo six - of you, 
and last year to fifty asking your fellowship in prayer for Kagawa. San'siy¢ 

ork, and especially for Japanese working women. This year I shall write 

, three or four times fifty, for though most of us do not otherwise observe _ 

e World’s Week of Prayer, it is a good custom to establish. To quote — 

_ Kagawa San, “ Moses brought the Children of Israel out of Egypt by » 
the weapon of prayer alone,” and modern emancipations will be achieved _ 

‘ similarly. ; ) 

_ ~ Soon after asking your prayers a year ago, rather wonderful things beats 
to happen. A Committee of Kagawa ‘Cooperators came into existence 

‘ in Berkeley, based on a new principle of democratic cooperation with — 

- indigenous oriental leadership, which binds together its members in a 

_ deep mutual interest in international, inter- class and interdenominational 

P SB Cstctianity, More and more the Community Churches of the United 

4 States are supporting it. Dr. Kenneth Saunders, its vice chairman, says it 

— will help bring in a new era in foreign missions. Its chairman, though _ 

_ twenty years removed from his missionary life in Japan, still reads Japanese — 

’ x “magazines and books with ease, advises the Japanese people, and at the © 

.- same time is a leader in Christian and public affairs on the Coast. Just now 

he is touring Japan, Korea, and Manchuria for Baron Shibusawa’s Race- 

E Relations work, and seeing Mr. Kagawa’s work for himself. 

__. Due to the splendid efforts of the Committee I was able to sail for Japan 
» onmy birthday, April 12th, being met on May Ist at Kobe by Mr. and 
fe’ Mrs. Kagawa and members 'of their churches in Kobe and Osaka. Our 
= renewal of fellowship was made picquant by the N. Y. K. strike then in 

progress, which prevented my boat's docking at the pier. Although Ld 
received the warmest sort of welcome from Kagawa San and the Friends 
~~ of Jesus it was a launch full of strikers which reached the steamer first, with 

their songs, banners and propaganda literature. Settlements, conferences, 
‘faa literary ‘work, and an Osaka Woman Movement, classify some of my 
subsequent experiences : 


fi 

p Settlements. The new settlement for hidustrial girls in Kobe is postponed 
_ for lack of funds. But as Mr. Kagawa expects “to be away more than 
a usual in the next three years, on his all-Japan evangelistic campaign, he 
wants me to more and more take charge of the Kobe work. Since last 
spring I have been helping in the old slum settlement in Shinkawa, Kobe, 
~ where Kagawa San lived for fifteen years, which has become the ‘‘ Mecca” 
4 of his whole work. Shinkawa is where the down-and-outs live, a social 
& barometer. Through seeing society at its worst there, one understands it 
__ in the general. 

py Shikanjima is not a slum section but a residence district where self- 
ir respecting and mostly skilled industrial workers live. The streets being 
Be newly laid out are wide, the housing good. The settlement there is the 
a only one in the west end of Osaka, There I have a Bible class and am 
“ahaage: up 58% clubs. We have just moved into the new Building. The 


‘ag 


\ 


‘National Christian Council has very kindly given much time to advice and 
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Dedication Service was held on ‘October: ‘ist, after which. ica ds San’ si 
preached for three nights and won 145 new converts, of every sort of cee ay 
industrial occupation. "The regular-services are crowded and enthusiastic, | 
and already, during the first month, the Settlement is giving hopin to” 
a a strike | ! aes 
~The Workers in the Toyo Spinning Factory of Shikanjima. are Strang? 3 
for higher wages and better working conditions. For the past week ea 
have had almost daily meetings, overfilling the small rooms of the Settlement 
with five hundred and more in attendance. They are very orderly. There 
is no cleanirig up to do after they have gone, and no girl mistakes het 
clogs for anothers’. The first to come were the two hundred men 
employees, who did the preliminary work, but now the factory girls are 
having their meetings, and standing up and talking with courage and even — % 
eloquence. Most of the two thousand five hundred girls in the factory 
have struck. In along double procession with banners flying they arrive 
from the nearby dormitory, to which they must promise to return by a — 
‘certain time before they can leave it. Their nineteen demands were twice 
presented in writing to the management, and refused, before the strike — 
commenced. One of the leaders among the men is a member of thé ¢ 
Settlement Church, and came last week to’ prayer meeting’ and prayed — 
with tears for success in the strike. Then he apologised to God, saying a 
“This isa place for love and service, and we are forced to use it asa place $ 
for class-struggle. But God is God, and He will bring justice!” 7 Be 
‘Literary. Rev. Yoshida, head-worker at the Soptlerient: is a student ar .) 
Greek and Hebrew, and helps Mr. Kagawa a great deal in his literary 
work. All of Mr. Kagawa’s chief helpers are doing literary work. ~ 
Just now he is publishing ““The World’s Food Resources” by Prof. i‘ 
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Russell Smith of Columbia, on the Japanese translation of which he and~ 


: 
4 
Mr. Fujita have spent a solid year ; also “A Declaration to Mankind”—an 
entirely original exposition of the New Testament, for which the scribe is 
Miss Imai, a graduate of the Woman’s Higher Normal School who sacrificed ~ 
a fine teaching position to join his forces; and a constant stream of magazine 
articles. He rarely makes a speech that is not written up and published, — 
and he is speaking all the time. On landing I was once assigned the task 

of arranging for the translation, editing and publishing of his messages in” 
England and America. As he has published considerably more than forty 
books, the first necessity is selection. Dr. Henry T. Hodgkin of the China 2. 


correspondence about this important matter, and the Berkeley Committee 
are admirably fitted to carry on the undertal king through the years that will - 
be needed to complete it. 

Recently one of the many magazine editors who depend on Mr. Kagawa’ 
for material was interviewing him i in his Tokyo Settlement office and I had 
the privilege of listening. After concluding arrangements about several 
articles the editor asked | if there were not some Japanese woman leader who. 
could write. ‘‘ Miss Hayashi of the Osaka W. C. T. U-” cried Mr. Kagawa 
with enthusian, “Do you know what happened when the new governor came! 
to Osaka ? He was a heavy drinker, and the day he arrived the Asahi. 
newspaper carried a cartoon, consisting of a large picture of Miss Haya 
and a very smail one of the governor, with the question, ‘ Will the governor 
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“b able to withstand the influence of Miss Hayashi?’ Meanwhile the 
_ governor was visited by this wiry elderly lady with a request to cease his 
i drinking and keep up the good tradition of his predecessor in ‘office who had 
_ been a Christian, — and he stopped! Since then Miss Hayashi has suc- 
_ ceeded in substituting for the usual parade of geisha across a new bridge at 
_ its opening ceremony, a procession of school children singing Osaka Civic 


“women who have had this privilege as an ancient tradition.” mK 

_ Osaka Woman Movement. Miss Hayashi is one of a number of strong 
“women ina series of meetings we have held to study the question of how 
_ Christian church women can help industrial workers. Beginning with an 


spoken. to a Federated Missions Committee, church, school and social 
a settlement workers united in a series of discussions and prayer meetings. | 
4 Methodist, Episcopalian, Presbyterian and Baptist girls mission” school 
_ leaders are interested, and since we have learned to accept miracles as 
_ normal necessities, we dare to hope, as one of our far goals, for something 
like the Selly Oak Colleges of Japan, in which Christian Training College will 


" cooperate, as in England, witha Labor School. ‘There is as yet no full-time’ 
_ labor School in Japan, only night schools for the labor people. BAIN Fg 
a Conferences, Institutes, etc. ) 


f 


_ June 20 to July 20, the Rural Women’s Institute, held at Kagawa San’s 
- own house among the rice-fields in the village of Kawaragi-Mura, between 
.. Osaka and Kobe, combined village sociology and practical agriculture, Bible 
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Study and Church history, with a variety of other subjects for the develop- 
ment of rural leadership. The series of addresses on the Sermon on the 
~ Mount which Mr. Kagawa gave to the rural women have been published in 
e book form. The Institute was aimed to follow the plan of the Danish Folk 
_ High School, and was the complement of a similar one for the men held 


- earlier in the year, both occurring for the first time in 1927. 
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Bie te July 23 to 26, the Friends of Jesus Conference on the Y.M.C. A. 
' Conference grounds at Gotemba, just under Mt. Fuji. This gathering has 


_ impromptu prayer meeting of women missionaries after Kagawa San had 


- 


/ 


songs, which the crowd cheered and called more beautiful than the dancing 2 


, 


-young Christians enough chances for service and growth in Christian ex- 
perience. This year there were present at the conference a number of national 
leaders, men and women, come to sit at the feet of Kagawa San along — 
with the young people. Although the program was very full, I think is 
TI never attended a conference which seemed so restful, so joyously and 
quietly spiritual. I had to take one platform meeting speaking in Japanese, — 
. but the thing I enjoyed more was my Bible class of girls from the Women’s _ 
Medical School in Tokyo. ‘ae | 
August 10 and 11, to Karuizawa, the summer resort of the missionaries, 
Kagawa San was persuaded to come this year for the first time to speak to : | 
‘them as a body, bringing with him Rev. Sugiyama, the rural leader, who | 
was also the leader of the first proletarian party organized by Kagawa ee | 


local churches. . i BLS ee 
Kagawa San organized them because local pastors were not giving the 
' 


to prepare for Universal Manhood Suffrage, of which I wrote last year. | 
(Since then that party and the Farmers’ Union on which the two men hada 
spent six years time, have both been smashed by Russian Communist 
propaganda. But they have organized an all-Japan rural evangelistic band, 
another Farmers’ Union, and are expecting to draw together all but the - 
Communist-minority in an united proletarian front again at the National P| 
Elections next spring. This fall for two weeks in September Kagawa San 
was speaking from two to six times a day to new voters in rural districts, get- % 
ting them ready to elect proletarian candidates to the prefectural diets. The | 
local elections took place about the 25th of September. Kagawa San’s — 
candidates, both in Kobe and in the nearby country of Banshu, carried off 
the highest number of votes, in spite of much petty persecution by the police.) & 

But we are at Karuizawa ; — where for two evenings the two men spoke — 
to large audiences of missionaries and influential Japanese summer residents, 3 
(I have just been translating their addresses, which will appear in the next 
_. two numbers of the Japan Christian Quarterly.) One noon was held at our old _ 

shack a luncheon-conference attended by over fifty Japanese and foreigners, — 
including six Christian leaders of national fame besides Kagawa. and ~- 
Sugiyama themselves. The subject was the evangelization of all Japan, and 
a start was made toward the adoption of Kagawa San’s One Million Souls 
for Christ Campaign, in which he is working for one million new Christians _ 
among the industrial laborers during the next ten years, as the campaien of. 
the whole church in Japan. * : 


August 18 to 28. The National Conference on Christianizing Economic _ 
Relations of the Christian Church in China, at Shanghai. For three years a 
the Chinese Christian leaders had been wanting Mr. Kagawa to come to — 
China, and this year they asked him for a number of other conferences. Hee; 
had time only for this one, and spoke almost entirely in English at daily i. | 
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Pa oueals: He Pent platform meetings, as ‘well as in the discussions, 
a Among many fine Chinese and lorelan leaders present he was the outstand- 
__ Ing one. BS Pr 
___ The conference was the esp of its hid in Chrigtian ae Seventeen 
es “Chinese cities were represented in spite of the political unrest, and that 
x Christian people sat down for ten days to think of how to find the way of | 
4 Jesus in economic questioris was epochal. We came home fired with the 
_ determination to have something of the kind in Japan. ‘The Church in — 
.. Japan has no social program”’ Kagawa San had said at Karuizawa, and 
=, there were the leaders of the church listening and assenting. Carefully 
ae ~ planned daily prayer meetings beforehand, and spontaneous gatherings all 
° _ the rest of the summer after his visit at Karuizawa, helped prepare for a © 
_, new development of social consciousness in the organized group of Christians, ' 
that their spiritual forces may play upon the industrial, economic and 
political situations, Pray for this. 
_. “ What about the future of Russian communism in China?” asked Mr. 
_ Kagawa of his old friend the philosopher, Hu Shih, in Shanghai. “It is’ 
~ not exactly Russian Communism that is dangerous. It is Chinese Com- 
munism and Chinese Anarchism. Our first philosopher, Lao Tze, was an. 
anarchist, and we have been feeding on‘ his philosphy for two thousand 
five hundred years. These have given us a truly anarchistic mentality, 
which revolts against all discipline and organization. The Chinese is a fine 
_ fellow as an individual, but as an organizer of a company or of a government 
he is helpless,”’ 
sf Doubtless Professor Hu Shih has painted the picture too darkly, yet one 
could not help feeling the contrast upon returning to Japan. “ You can do’ 
anything in Japan, because you have a good government !’’ was the way a 
- China Y. W.C. A. secretary, just back from a month here, expressed it. 
~My convicition that Japan is the centre of world-Christianity and world 
social reconstruction now has been confirmed and strengthened by six 
*— months residence in this country, as well as by the visit to China. 
Yet though Mr. Kagawa is the efficient centre of industrial, social, 
economic, literary, political and Christian progress in Japan, he is still forced ~ 
* to raise all his own funds for the three settlements and the many who are 
employed by him in various services. (The gift from Dr. Mott which I had 
been informed was for his work last year, of which I wrote a year ago, was 
_ not for him, but for the National Christian Council.) He is under crushing 
financial pressure, compelled to raise fifteen hundred yen a month by his 
writing. His eyes though distinctly better than last year, are being hurt all 
the time by overwork. He is “the leading Christian in all Asia,” to quote 
a missions expert from India. In the west we are enthusiastic and even 
effusive about him, and yet we cannot help him. We are not yet organized 
to do so. 
I was asked by eight different Japanese Christian aes men and women, 
_. to work with them, and among them chose Mr. Kagawa, because his 
~ . program of evangelism and social reconstruction is adequate. It has been 
a privilege to help more than one.ofthem. That is what we should be doing 
-_ as missionaries, not as incidental but as our major life-work. J am working to 
_ establish this principle, that instead of forcing our plans and policies on them 
~ along with economic backing, we should freely support their best initiative, 
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Twenty years ago I dedicated my aife to 5 that iid! of fiuateniabois wor 
the tide is turning in that direction, Though even the words with 
J _ try to express the new truth are meager now, the pale dawn will give pl C 
to blazing noon day-the Sun will rise in the East once more. i? Sie 
7 _ The Baptist Bible School is a school for religious i@aucntion: ina sort 
i residential suburb of Osaka. I teach three hours a week of Bible here, ‘f 
live with three friendly companions. Mother spent the summer in Jape 
and both she and Father will come out again in the spring, w when a longe: 
experience with my varied work will make it easier to decide where | 
settle. Yours for the World- wide Kingdom, 
aaa | Helen F. Toppin, 


PS The printer’ s struggle with unfamiliar English type gives me time to 
add that after twenty-five days of patience and non-resistance the strike ¢ at 
Shikanjima has ended in a victory. Seventy percent of the ‘strikers. 
demands were granted. These were for such obvious necessities as union 
recognition, wage-raises (the average now is thirty-seven cents a day), 

accident prevention, health-provision, reconstruction of the oppressive 
__ dormitory system, etc. And it was the solidarity of the girl-workers which — 
~ ‘won out. - The men were not so fully united. The Union had waited fully i 
half a year before commencing the strike, until the Shikanjima Settlement a 
_ Building should be completed, sure of finding i in it a friendly meeting place. 
ee Mr. Kagawa has planned Osaka’s first Community Christmas for 192758 <i 
_ In the Civic Auditorium we shall have the classic pageant of Bethehem, | 
singing Gloria in Excelsis until all are lifted to the very gate of heaven, while . 
giving freely to human need before the great White Cross. This we did 
_ two years in Kobe, in 1920 for the famine in China, and in 1921 for the 
starving Russians. That year the ineffaceable memory is of going down to 
the slums to ask Kagawa San to preach for the Christmas, and also because 
he was the one person in Kobe who knew how to get our gift through to. 
Russia. With Japanese wooden clogs for gifts piled high in the corner, my 


amid a swirl of preparations for his own celebrations in the slums,—before | 
_ my astounded eyes 


Kagawa San wrote 
out like a flash a 
check for a hundred 
yen for Russia. It 
was after that I 
began attending his 
regular Sunday 
morning services at 
six o'clock, and 
found them so in- § 
spiring that I could § 
not miss even one 
after once com- 
mencing. His gen- 
erosity no longer § 
amazes me—it has § 
been so often re- 
peated, 
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Shikanj ma Seitiement House mate 


Pepsin’ : bp ks "CHRISTMAS IN OSAKA ) ra 
“Ityc F you ae hee istliae outside the City Hall in. Osaka, on. : Deceiver? be £4 
; o° ‘clocks i in- the axirass you would have seen hundreds of people | coming ‘ 


ding. Most of then were but poorly clad and looked as though they: i: 
longed to that great section of the population known as the wera class We: 
f Osaka, as indeed they did, 
was a cold day, with a strong wind blowing from the snowclad blaine res 
of Siberia ; and the women and children drew their scarves closer around _ 
hem, and ‘the men huddled their arms inside the long loose sleeves of their 


useless in a wind like this .. ook! |. . that school-girl has tried to shelter — 
under hers, but the wind has smashed the thin bamboo stays, and it is — 
hanging all torn from the stick. This is no day to be out of doors; but why | 
are so many gathering here? There must be a couple of thousand already 
in the hall. Let us go in and see. Why yes... they are all getting seats. 
~ What an unusual sort of audience for this great City Hall... carpenters, — 
oe - post-office workers, factory-girls, nurses, errand- -boys, old grand-fathers and 
_ grand-mothers with their little charges, students and school-girls!. There — 
on the left of the stage is a Christmas Tree. In the centre isa microphone, 
_ and high up above the stage are the loud- -speakers which will throw the | 
as speaker’ s voice so that everyone, even in the farthest corners of the galleries 
will hear every word. bi 
a This is the first Christmas Service for the Workers of Osaka. Kagawa 
a San, the great Christian social reformer, who has the burden of the working 
Ls class and the oppressed laid upon his heart, has arranged this meeting so 
i that some of those who have never even heard the story of Christmas may 
a hear it for the first time, and know the message which was given two 
i _ thousand years ago by that working Man, the Carpenter of Nazareth, for 
the working men and women of all nations ‘and all time. 


' By 6 o’clock there are fully four thousand people assembled. The 
Chairman of the evening comes forward, and after he has done the usual 
Be etinece greetings, and has explained the occasion, we all sing “ Joy. to the 
world, the Lord is come!” At first it is very feeble, for only the few 
b * Christians in the audience know it, but the words are printed on the 

_ programmes, and soon every one is joining in. ‘Then there is a short reading 
from St. John telling how the Expression of the Father became a Man and 
| dwelt among us ; then a short prayer. Then Mr. Warren, an American 
4 Missionary, sings in Japanese, ‘‘Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly 
ie home ’’, and we are all beginning to realise what this meeting means. It is. 
|’ to celebrate the coming of Someone to this world from the Great Unknown. 

4 Who is He? and what is His Message ? 


The next item on the programme is a ‘ Pantomine’. The curtain slowly 
|. rises, and there, in an Upper Room are Christ and His twelve disciples. 
| He is washing their feet! He, the Master! Wonderingly and full of awe 
they submit ... all but Peter...‘ No! Thou shalt never wash my feet!” 
- You know the story.’ The actors are all dumb, but the reader at the side of 
_ the stage is reading and explaining that story which you and I know so well, 
but which so few of. the audience have ever heard before. “ Serve one 
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kimono. Rain was in the air too, but everyone knows that an umbrella is 


_ is this Christ? What is His message for the world today ? 


-another!... Without service, life he no meaning, no value ars 
heart filled with love must express itself in service. . .!” And then — oy 


comes the Last Supper, and the wonderful symbol of Christ’s Supreme ih 


Sacrifice, the Broken Body and the Blood outpoured. “ Love, love, love . cs. : 
the Father has loved!... Ihave loved you! ...Love one another!... — . 
Serve one another!” “So reverently is it all done that we can almost | at 
imagine that we are actually taking part in that wonderful Event. The 
moon shines through the window of that Upper Room on the disciples, 
bewildered and distraught by what they have seen and heard. But Christ, — -% 
the Master, the great Lover of mankind, stands undaunted and supreme. 
“And when they had sung a hymn, they went out unto the mount of i 
Olives.” The curtain falls, and we hear the strains of the hymn die away in 
the distance. What a silence there is...a silence that can be felt. Who | 
Here is Kagawa San standing in front of the curtain. He will tell us. 
He has given his life to serve the poor ; he has lived among them, has — - 
worked with them, has shared their joys and their troubles. He has ~ 
contracted trachoma, one of the most distressing and common diseases _ 
among the poor, and his eyesight is almost gone. He is telling the Christmas 
message we know so well, the message of Love. He is telling these working 
men and women what the Carpenter of Nazareth said about Life and Love, joy 
and Service. He is applying Christ’s message to the needs of Japan today, 
and saying that without the Spirit of Christ Japan can never prosper. And 
his words go home, for his name is known throughout the length and breadth — 
of the Empire, and all know that his words are no empty words, but that they — 
are his Creed, lived out in a daily life of love and service for those in need. 
And, he says, it is a Gospel for all, and can be lived by all.. “ Many of you 
are poor, very poor, but not one so poor that he cannot find another even — 
poorer than himself. Go and serve him, in the power of the Love of Christ.”’ — 
After Mr. Warren has sung that wonderful Christmas Song ‘ Nazareth ”, 
. an invitation to all, “ Tho’ poor be the chamber, come here, come and 
adore,” the curtain rises for the pageant. There is the Manger, and beside — ) 
it sits a dark-haired, dark-eyed Mary in Eastern dress. Is not Mary to be 
found in all nations, ‘the mother-love which watches over the new-born life ? 
But what is that large white Cross on the other side of the stage? A 
Manger and a Cross! What has a Manger to do with a Cross? DoS | 
eve: really serve, must it serve to the point of Sacrifice ? ; 


ae ee 


‘“‘Tt came upon the midnight clear, 


That glorious song of old.” 


So sings the choir of schoolgirls from the Christian schools of the city, and ; 
with the carol a score of white-robed angels come slowly down the long _ 
aisles, on to the stage and take their place behind the Manger. Then’ 
Holy Night! Peaceful night!” is sung, and we feel the “hush and 
expectancy. of that Wonderful Hour. Then Joseph in his workman’s 
clothes, singing “‘ As Joseph was a-walking” comes on to the stage and. 
takes his place beside the Mother Mary. Next the choir sings that-old 
well-known carol ‘ While shepherds watched their flocks by night’? and 
down come a dozen or more shepherds, so picturesque in their eastern 
dress, carrying their staffs. Before the Manger they kneel and worship + 


o worship at His Cr adle. No sooner have they risen from their knees and 


ollowed by the Mothers who, to the strains of ‘“ Joy to the world! The 
ord i is come’ ” visit the Mother and her Babe. 


Here are the Three Kings, crowned, with their gifts of gold, Haubincenes 


kings of Orient are.” And now all have worshipped, from. the humble 
_ Shepherds to the Three Kings, and the Wonder of that Birth is so great, 
_ and our hearts so full of thankfulness and j joy that the whole chorus breaks 


in the Manger and died on the Cross. And all the time strains of the 
_ Gloria are swelling, and it seems as though they must be reaching Heaven 
itself. Look! some men from the audience have left their seats and are 
_caming down towards the stage. Yes, they have passed in front of the 
_ Manger and at the Foot of the Cross they are leaving an offering of money 
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heard, then there is silence a moment before the ‘wonderful chorus “ Glory 
t sto- God i in the highest” breaks forth again, when from all parts of the hall 
men and women are leaving their seats and coming to stand before the 
- Cradle of the King, and to make an offering at the foot of His Cross, Some 
fe of them are bringing little children who are awed by a solemnity which they 
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the Newborn: King, then gr oup ehcnieateel at) he side of the stage. hy 
tho are these little ones coming in their bright dresses, and what are they 
ging? They are the Children of Bethlehem, and they are singing © 
.way in a manger’ * while they come to peep at the Wonderful Baby, and — 


es 


ouped themselves than the Grandmothers of Bethlehem appear as the 
oir sings “Oh come, all ye faithful”. They too worship, and are _ 


and myrrh, which they offer as they sing the well-known carol, “ We three 


out into the ‘Gloria in excelsis Deo.’’ And now all the Shepherds, the 
4 Grandmothers, the Children, the Mothers and the Kings pass across the stage — 

- towards the Cross. At the foot of the Cross they stand a moment with 
_ bowed heads, reconsecrating their lives to the service of Him Who was born 


- for the lepers of the city. They have passed on; the Angels’ Song is still _ 


_ cannot quite understand, and they too are standing by the Manger and the. 


“Cross. The procession grows and grows until full half of that great 
4 audience is on its way to the Manger. These workers of the Far East 
_ have heard the story of the Carpenter of Nazareth, and they have seen 
_ something of the Vision Beautiful, and have caught something of the 
_ meaning of Love and Service. For many it is the first glimpse of these 
_ things, but they will never be able to forget it. Pray for them that 
' the seed sown in their hearts may grow till it brings forth fruit in their 
_ lives. 
< So ended the First Christmas Service for the City of isa: There are 

still hundred of thousands in this one city alone, who have never heard the 
_ Good News. Pray for them, for Kagawa San, for the Christians both Japanese 
and foreign, who are seeking to show them that Christ is the One Who 
alone can bring joy and peace, goodness and beauty into their lives, so 
that Japan may become the Kingdom of the Great King of Kings. 


Elsie M. Baker 
Bishop Poole Girls School, Osaka. 
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& _ VOLUNTEERS WANTED | 
Mass JOIN THE IMMORTALS! © 


. Noticing that the students i in her mission school were particularly { fond of 
a certain story-book, a young American missionary began to read it as part. 
‘of her language-study. “‘ And” , she said later, “It was almost as easy to 
write down the translation.’”’ So it came about that all unknown to the — 
author, Mrs. Kagawa, her popular novel, the story of her own life, ef My life 
asa Waidservants and Factory. Girl’’, was translated into English. Another + 
missionary, impressed with the value of Mr. Kagawa’ s “ Emancipation with — 
God”, written expecially for the One Million Souls for Christ Compal 
has made a translation of one-third of it... Are there others? If so, 
please report such volunteer translations. And if you would be willing 
to share in this intensely vital service, as part of your language study, ee :2 
write in for suggestions, If possible, shall we not translate all of - "Vise 
' Kagawa’s messages into English, and release them to readers in the West. — 
The eagerness with which messages from his dictation are being sought now 7 
by Western publications and by the greatest spiritual leaders of the West, 
indicates the fruitfulness of this effort. 
The Kagawa Cooperators Commitee, of which the Chairman is Dr. H. H. + 
Guy and the vice-Chairman Dr. Kenneth Saunders, has pate, the labor — 
of editing and publishing in both England and. America. Saunders is ¥ 
now in New York City, in a most advantageous position for mae enterprise, 
and we are anxious to send material to him as soon as possible. If you can ~ 
undertake part of a book but not a whole book, let us know, and assign you — 
a section. All manuscripts should be sent to bs 
Helen F. Topping, Shikanjima Settlement, Osaka, after translation, that, 
Mr. Kagawa may revise them. Difficulties may be noted on the margin . 
and referred to him. The objective is to secure an accurate and intelligible — 
translation into simple English, leaving the task of editing to Dr. Saunders ? 
and Dr. Guy. Experience - suggests the wisdom of wor king with a Japanese 
teacher. Report your choice of a book as soon as possible, if you have one. 
Otherwise it may be assigned elsewhere ! 


Mr. Kagawa’s Publications ‘ 
1910 Friendship (Yujo) Stories for children about Johnathan and David | 
191 Jeremiah the Prophet (Yogensha Eremiah) Preface by Commis- ~ 

sioner Yamamuro 
1913 History of the Agitation concerning the Life of Christ (Kirisuto 

sei den Ronsoshi) 

915 Studies in the Psychology of the Poor (Himmin Shinri no 
Kenteyu) Sold 8,000—Resulted in 20 million yen government appropriation 
or slumf reconstruction 

1917 Division of Tears (Namida no Nitobun) A Collection of Poems 

1919 Essays on Free Trade Unions (Jiyu Kumiai no Ron) Free from 
dictatorship and violence—against bolshevism—given to Japan Federation ~ 
of Labor 

1919 Jesus and the Inner Meaning of Love for All Mankind (Iesu 
to Jinrui Ai no Naiyo) 

1919 Spiritual and Social Movements (Scishin Undo to Shakai Undo) | 

1919 Adoration ot the Laborer Laborer (Rodosha no Suhai Ron),; 
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920. Principles of Hisnaniene Ecougmics 
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1920 iHiow to teach the Life of Jesus Beciica: no Oshiekata) 

aoeo: Breaking through the Crust of the Earth (Chikaku wo Vabutte) 
-oems. 

uti)! A Bhacter at the Sun (Taiyo wo Iru Made) Novel—Sold go,000. 

Listening to the Voice of the Wall (Kabe no Koe wo Kiku Toki) Sold 30,000, 

1921 The Religion of Jesus and its Truth—Sold 11,000—-now ‘being 

_ translated (Iesu no Shukyo to sono Shinri) — 

1921 Before the Snowbird awakes cata tones stories and plays on 


4 Non-Resistance 
“ 
i 


1922 Studies in the Sociology of the Bible (Seisho no Shakai Galen) 
1922 From Star to Star (Hoshi yori Hoshi e) Poems Sold 29,000 | 


¢ _Neitsche, who did not like Paul’’) 


1922 The Philosophy of the Struggle for Existence (Seizon Kyjose no 


_ Tetsugaku) 


A 1922 Conquest of the Skies (Kuchu ‘Seifuku) Imaginative Story, 


wee 


bf 
i Kagawa as Mayor of Osaka—Many cartoons by the author 

a 1923 The Religion of Life and the Art of Life (Seimei Shukyo to 
Seimei Geijitsu) 

1923 Jesus and the Revelation of Nature (Iesu to Shizen no Mokushi) 
1923. The Daily Life of Jesus (Iesu no Nichijo Seikatsu) 
i 1924 Attitude toward Afflication (Kunan ni Taisuru Taido) Study of Job 

1924 The Earth as a Tomb— Meditations and Poems 

~ 1925 The Portrait of Jesus as Recorded in the Gospels (Fukuinsho ni 
' Arawaretaru Jesu no Sugata) 
i 1925 The Science of Love (Ai no Kagaku) Translated 
- 1925 Face to Face with God (Kami to no Taiza) Book of Prayers 
1925 One who is in the Bosom of God (Kami no Futokoro ni aru’ 
Mono) Studies in the Gospel of John 

1925 The Bosom of God (Eien no Chibusa) Poems 

1926 Pilgrimage of an Unsui (Unsui no Henro) Trip around the World 
@ of 1925 
1926 Collection of Lectures (Koen Shu) 

_ 1926 Fragmentary Words in the Darkness (Anchu Sekigo) Prose 
a Poems while blind 

t. 1926 Thorns that Remain (Nokosaretaru Toge) Sold 20,000 
1926. The Sculpture of the Soul (Tamashii no Chokoku) Religious 
_ Education | 

' 1926 Emancipation with God (Kami ni Yoru Kaiho) Sold 45,000 
_. Printed for the One Million Souls for Christ Campaign 

'. 1927. The Sermon on the Mount (Sanjo no Suikun) Being Translated 

| 1927. The Life of Christ (Kirisutoden no Ichi dai ki) Very simple, with 
# many classic religious pictures 
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- 1922 Paul as Man (Hito Toshite no Shito Pauro) * ee against i 


3 920 -Human Suffering ead ‘Human Architecture (Ningen Ku to 


1920 Across the Death Line (Shisen wo Koete) Nove Sala: 180, 000 
us cently reprinted, —Translated and published by Doyen ass Before’ the ot 
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- AN ASSOCIATION - SECRETARY VISITS KAGAWA ce ‘ ’ 

‘ ‘eg Excerpts from a _ letter writen by Winifred Wieal, tional student <7) 
_ secretary of the Y.W.C.A. of the United States. >a 
Hy es 
“We have heard Kagawa speak, have been to his home, to his nettlemenne Be : 

to the Cooperatives and have had long talks with ‘Helen Topping who > an 
interpreted for us what we were seeing. Do you remember how he looks?’ ms 

a sweet face, beautiful hands, a fine expression. I am inclined ‘- 

¥. decidedly to agree with Dr. Kenneth Saunders that he is the ontsanta a ae 
Christian in Asia. py ad 


7 


pe Mr. Kagawa is 39 years old and has written more than 40 listen on a | rt 
wide range of subjects, He is a real scholar and very devout. He lived in % 
in the slums until his first child was born and now he says that when his =. 
two children are 12 he will return to the slums.. He and his wife have 
suffered and have sacrificed everything for their faith in social justice through 
Jesus. Mrs. Kagawa is lovely and took Ruth and me to a National — 
Federation of all the womens organizations, meeting in Osaka that we might ‘ee 
see its nature. It is a movement for the emancipation of women......in oe * 
Dest SEnse:. - \.-. in Japan. Mrs. Kagawa was a delegate. ‘ i 

Kagawa has started a lay order known as the “ Friends of Jesus,’’ whose 
tenets are: 1) Religious faith in Jesus; 2) Love of Labor; 3) Purity; 4) 
Peace ; 5) Friendship of the poor...... social service. He calls it all a kind 
of Franciscan.—Jesuit-Protestant order. There are 1300 members, workers, © 
students, artisans, farmers etc. Each one follows his own trade and in 
addition gives energy and time to this work in a volunteer capacity. 


Sie ear ery 


The cooperatives are now a great success. The one we visited is a 
wholesale one that furnishes goods to farmer cooperatives all over Japan.” 
We saw them polishing rice and cutting and making the suits of mens 

clothes. Mr. Kagawa always wears the suit himself for it is a kind of 
uniform of the order. It is remarkably cheap and useful. priskins | has 
on it the crest of the Kagawa family which was originally a family of rank and 
wealth. The crest represents two rice cakes with a ‘“hashi’”’ (chop stick) stuck 
through them both. Because the rice cakes are always arranged so for pre- _ 
sentation to the gods or the ancestors in worship and also because it is so diffi- — 
cult to push the “ hashi” through the thick glutionous rice cakes the crest ~ 
means “‘worship”’ and “ perseverz ance.’ ~The order have taken that for their 
symbol, ‘Their whole idea is that Jesus is the center of life and that economic 
possessiveness is the enemy to real life and joy and that labor must have a. 
chance. Mr. Kagawa says that to have anything no matter how meager, 
anything more than one came into the world with (which was nothing) i is 
cause for thankfulness, so he teaches the poor to be thankful for the least 
thing and to learn to live with a sense of freedom and ease without material 
possessions because God is so great and possible a possession for them. 


| Mr. Kagawa runs two large settlements where lots of work goes on. 
Always he i is organizing cooperatives, unions, getting Christians into politics — 
in the hope of changing conditions. He proposes to get 7 Christian men 
elected to the Diet. Later he will be sompnenne | all over Japan. for that 


Meat! pee Saree } 
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- Souls for Jesus compaign. Street preaching is one of the largest activities of 


, that the people are hungry for God and the Christian religion. He writes 
prolifically in the hope of reaching the common people, and is having 
' quantities of inexpensive literature printed for distribution among them. 


It is noteworthy that he is loyal both to the government and the organized 
church. He himself is a Presbyterian and he stays inside. His idea is to 


_ the inside and by keeping the young people loyal to it. With reference to 


i several times imprisoned because of his active interest in the strikers. 
rd _ During one of these imprisonments he wrote his most famous book, “Beyond 


‘ 


} Communism openly on_ religious grounds, His idea is to go the 
_ Communist one better by having all that they have of social justice and with 


- see the synthesis he is trying to make. There is nothing he is not tackling 
:.....model tenements, kindergartens, matrons classes, ‘the coopereratives, 
onal unions, etc. We saw a strike meeting, 2000 women off on strike 
_ from a’ spinning mill and they were at his settlement to hold a “ pep 
meeting.” To see these women many of them with babies in their arms 
sitting there on the floor and singing their strike songs and listening to their 
- leader “ pep them up” made sacha lump in my throat ! 

‘We went out to Kagawa’s house. I shall never forget it. It poured the 
whole day and we tramped and tramped in the soaking rain and mud. 
(You have never seen more mud than in Osaka). Well, away out on the 
edge of a suburb of Osaka, the last house, stands this unpretentious Japanese 
house among the yellow rice fields with mountains in the distance. It i is like 
other humble Japanese houses save for the many many books of. all 
_ languages that line the walls, for he has been a prodigous reader. (Though 
now his eyesight is so weakened that he cannot read.) Kagawa is in the 
Gandhi class, I 
should say, though 
the difference isthe 
difference between 
Buddha and Jesus 
the aS the one is 
_\ negative and the 
_- \ other positive in his 
et approach to human 
needs. I think that 
_ Kagawa has suf- 

_ fered and prayed 
gs and reflected’ as 
-* much as Gandhi, 
' though of course, 
a. not: for so many he i ee a ches 
nm yeats, ashe is a.” Mr. and Mrs, Kagawa and their two children in 
younger man. Mr. Kagawa’s study at Nishinomiya. 
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_ the group. He preaches almost every night to crowded houses and he is sure. 


‘remake the church by putting social passion and religious fervor into it from. 


he government, he is much trusted now though in former years he was 


‘His. nA campaign now though is for ‘hat he calle tas Million Nias 


the Death Line” which has gone through 180 editions. He is fighting ~ 


"the spirit and message of Jesus as the bulwark of the whole thing. You — 


ae) = 


| ia ey ae ‘EDITORIAL hae 
AD MAJOREM DEI GLORIAM ne 


’ “ Detroit signified the advance that the concept of Christian’ missions 1] 
made in very recent times.’ (Christian Century.) Shr hs 
hy This New Years, when the Student Volunteer Movement Hee at De 
Peat definitely abandoned its old war-cry, adopted in that same city thirty- th 

years before—“ The Evangelization of the World in this Generation.” _ 
- some of us, reared under the catholicity of vision, urgent time-sense, an 
withal pleasing simplicity of the old slogan, its relinquishment is painful 

-How well I remember the inspiration it brought me at Nashville in 19 
But the old slogan is dangerously simple. It 1s the house founded o on sar 

_ ‘Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say ?” ¢ 
wis 2h) Lhere has-been 4 revolution in our thinking in thirty-three years. Th 
- foreign missionary purpose is infinitely expanded. Nothing short of th 

--christianization of the world is now sufficient. Would have - .dared assum 

that aim a generation ago? And are we not ourselves expanded? Did 
we once think of ourselves as privileged (if small-minded) ambassadors, » 
sliding down sun’s rays from a radiant center of light and righteousness: e | 
Wacited somewhere between New York and Boston?.~ That illusion has Ne 
vanished. ‘Truth is bitter but life-giving, and if our native land has lost its be 
halo and we some of our provincialism ; if we have begun to dissociate the 
“religion of Jesus from the economic system which, ‘after an ill-matched ~ 

marriage not made in heaven, has fared forth with it on a wedding journey & 

to the Orient, conquering and to conquer ;—if we are now working out our — 
salvation from that economic system with fear and trembling,—truly it is God _ 
who workth in us, and who is leading us from character to character, from 

‘generation to generation transforming our halftruths into the Truth which 

shall at last bring freedom. oe 

Rees What should be the religious attitude of the West toward the East?” 
“In the time of the Crusades, it was expressed in terms of the sword.” Its ~ 
_. dater expression in the missionary movement of the last, century was not — 
"quite so blatantly a departure from the spirit of our Lord. And even the — 

_ Crusades, mistaken as they were, will ever remaina glorious memory. . The — 
Crusades are a priceless spiritual inheritance. So is the old foreign 
missions, Crusaders march forward from age to age, onnew quests. Now. 
the times summon our most knightly spirits, the flower of our chivalry, to a : 
-new quest, a greater adventure than we have yet dreamed. 

And we have acquired a new center. The sun of righteousness and | 
inspiration is not thousands of miles away in Boston. ‘“ The word is nigh _ 
unto thee.” ‘For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek : for the 
same Lord is Lord of all, and is rich unto all that call upon him.” The 
friends at Detroit would drop the old word, evangelization, and substitute 
for it, ‘christianization.’ But Mr. Kagawa is more accurate. Before the 
news reaches us of their troubles over vocabulary, he teaches us what we 
had forgotten in our modern and limited interpretation of the word—the old 
Greek meaning of ‘ evangelization.’ He, the halfblind Oriental scholar, 
has recovered for us our spiritual inheritance, foreign to him,—our own 
possession. ‘ Evangelization’ is ‘ Emancipation ’ ! How about that for a 
slogan >—The Emancipation of the World in this Generation ! (That is? 
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nt a inemences as. did their aia vision require of be R. Mott 
? Robert Wilder in 1804. Shall we have any less catholic a vision than 
? If we must: substitute for the simplicity of the old objective an, 
mazing complexity of tasks, first of all the task of thinking out our new 


~ ss 


osition, need 1 we lose the old balance? Never was the Oey more needed,’ ae 


Eile oppression, ecendike to rea own Manifesto in He synagogue ae 

Nazareth. (Lu 4: ie 

~ What are we going to do about it? The question is not academic. Read 

‘Russia’ s World Game’ in the December Harpers Magazine. Here is our — 

nearest European neighbor turned bodily into one vast missionary organiza-_ 
Bt tion, working for world- emancipation by the methods of hate and violence. 

x ‘The Marxian doctrine is indeed dangerously simple. ee 

_ Here are these two dangerous simplifications facing one another in Japan i 

/ —our fractional American Christianity imported from a nation which seems — 

to have gone almost as far to the Right as Russia has to the Left, facing the | 

_ halftruths of Marxianism. And they are met ina nation which possesses an 

_ unique power of abstract thinking, developed, perhaps, while making an. 

' unique synthesis of the cultures of the East and the West. i 
‘The future looks interesting. People say that Mr. Kagawa triestodo |. 

too many things ; but that is because he recognises the facts as they are, 

and refuses to make dangerous simplifications. Young people with a sense 

of reality will naturally more and more ally themselves with him, and pray 

for spiritual wisdom to think far into the as yet unexplored reaches of | 

_ human experience, yet to think and act quickly, for the Evangelization,—the 

a - Emancipation, of this amazingly complex world of ours in our generation. 


Mr. Kagawa and his small son Sumimoto entertaining two 
® ' foreign disciples, Bill Simpson (opposite) from the 
United States, and Francis Balazs, (center) 
from Roumania. 
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a ; 3 SELIOCHOLOGY 


That is how the missionary understood it, and he thought it must ea som « 
new kind of psychology or psychiatry, and so came to the meeting to 


investigate. It turned out to be a meeting about the Selly Oak Colleges of = 


Japan, where Dr. Hodgkin was requested to tell of their putes At 
England. AS p 
. “ This group of colleges,” he said, “are like Toney, They ‘just growed.” = 
‘They were not planned so from the beginning. Somebody felt a need, and 
talked about it, and more and more the group worked for it.” With some 2 
pressure Dr. Hodgkin was persuaded to tell of his part in the enterprise : 
_ “T’ve been in since the beginning, and on the Council of three or four of the = 
institutions. They grew up separately. It was my initiative which led to | 
the formation of the Central Council ten years ago. There was first a a 
Friends Missionary Training School in LLondon which was not running 
satisfactorily, because hampered by the provisions of an endowment. Wet 
put the endowment into cold storage, moved the institution out to Selly Oak, _ 
and ran it as we believed it should be run, and it was absolutely transformed. — 
_ That was the start, and then other denominations joined us, and students 
came also from many nations. For about ten years it looked as if the whole — 
_of the endowment would be lost, but later we got busy with the lawyers — 
and got it all transferred to the new enterprise which was now called 
Kingsmead. That is the Friends Missionary Training School, and there is’ — 
also Carey Hall for the Presbyterians, Baptists and Congregationalists, the — 
S.P.G. College, the Y.W.C.A. College, and one for the Wesleyans and 
Primitive Methodists, There is West Hill, a college for Sunday School — 
teachers training along modern psychological lines, and the Labor College, 
Fircroft, started by the Cadbury’s of chocolate fame, and the original 
- Woodbrooke, the Bible College of the Friends, started by Rowntree, ‘who 3 
saw the need among Friends and met it before he died at forty. . 


eae ead 


The Colleges, situated about four or five miles out from the City, are now 
loosely connected with the University of Birmingham. Many of their 
courses count as University courses, so that though there are no degrees » 
given’ at Selly Oak, those who wish to work for a degree can take, for 
instance, the one in Social Service at Birmingham. Tt is felt that. the 


| motivation of working for degrees or for credits kills the spirit. Students 4 


are accepted without difficult entrance requirements, especially in the case 
of the Labor College, to which trade unions often send up their members on 
scholarship. But in the case of the faculties, very high standards of 
scholarship are required, and there is within the group most responsible a 
rich fellowship. The Selly Oak Colleges have come to stand for the whole — 
of the modern approach to missionary questions. ; 


The Colleges are not highly endowed. They run on fees and public ; 
' subscriptions. Each of them has its own group of subscribers. There is 
one Central Council, library, club house and central assembly hall and ‘once 
a week there is a common religious service. A certain number of lectures 
are known as the Central College Lectures, to which the faculties of the ; 
different colleges contribute. The students in-a given college get their 
lectures in various places. For instance, a Y.W.C.A. student would get her 
Y.W.C.A. methods at the Y.W.C.A. college, general biblical work given hy 
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student. has a wide field of lectures to choose from, and each student’s case 
is taken up by the tutor of his own college.” — Ole ‘ 
i  “ But what is it that makes them what they are?” we persisted. “ “Why 
EC. ties we hear about the‘ Selly Oak Colleges even here on the other side of the 
e. world?” “Probably it is because of their general attitude toward life— 
_ their absolutely free spirit in the devotion to truth, coupled with keen 
Bey ey devotional atmosphere.” 
“ag | Dr. Hodgkin’s description of the English schools was preceded by Miss 
me * Shaw's analysis of the present situation in Japan. She said, in part, “ The 
Re number of voters has increased three hundred times in the city of Osaka. 
_ We must get Christian leadership among the proletariat. Kagawa is a 
i”: Voice’ in the wilderness. ‘‘ And by request she told of the ‘tovemment 
started in her own committee on the Future of Educational Missions, 
“preparing for the Jerusalem Meeting. This committee had discussed the 
fact that mission schools were now faced with a new challenge, that of the 
_ education of the proletariat. They had pioneered the field of education for 
the middle classes, which is now being somewhat taken over by the — 
government, and should now pioneer the secondary and higher education of 
' the proletariat: Miss Shaw’s Osaka sectional committee voted a recom-- | 
mendation, which was passed by Dr. Benninghoff’s national committee on 
the same subject, and also by Federated Missions, (See page 210, the Japan 
Christian Quarterly, October 1927) and reads as follows : 
-- . “During the last three years ‘nine million Japanese men have’ been 
_ venfranchised. These enfranchised labouring classes are organizing for 
political and social action. They are as yet poorly supplied with educational 
_ opportunities and with adequate intelligent leadership. This newly developed 
class of a alee offers a distinct challenge to Christian educational 
leaders. It calls for special and united study and for intelligent cooperative 
effort. 

In view of these facts the Christian Movement in Japan should take 
advantage of the present opportunity and endeavor to find ways to cooperate 
in founding and maintaining an institution for the training of labour 
leaders.” ' 

After the Jerusalem Meeting has passed on this ebonmnentstion (and it 
is not liable to reject it,—the necessity is so obvious—) what will be the 
next step? To some of us in Osaka, the largest industrial city between 
Chicago and Moscow, it has come as a conviction that such a Labor School, 
associated with other Christian training Schools, could and should be 
developed here, through the cooperation and spiritual fellowship between 
Mr. Kagawa’s expanding educational work and the existing mission schools. 

_ Some have been praying and visioning in this direction for months, and 

. while we were praying came the following letter, from a source so 
unexpected and so central as to constitute genuine Guidance : 

Woodbrooke, Selly Oak, Birmingham, 22 Dec. ’27 
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~. “Dear Miss Topping : 

I happened to be invited by an English lady with whom O. San is 

staying, to spend my Christmas holiday. One day O San showed me 

: your report sent by Miss Dingman to her. It was the most interesting 
reading, and I even copied some part. 


Baines I came tb England wa Sai’ Ss ebae ee more. attract 
Mies to have in Japan, specially his new movement of dedicating oO 
souls to God. Whenever I have a chance to speak on Japan I 
his work and specially that movement with pride and prayer. 


To start a place like Selly Oak or rather Woodbrooke in Kansai, 
(region of Osaka) even on a very, very small scale is my ambition. | Aeiss 
wonderful place. I have never dreamed even that there was such ‘ap 
ow, as: Woodbrooke, and I feel it a great priviledge that I have the chance 

; stay and study there. ee 


a Do tell me when you have time about your work and  gieuiee ae 
ain hope I shall be able to help you in some way when I go back. With 
and prayer for your work. “8 


Haru Asie 
A graduate of Miss Tsuda’s school, who also studied at Dr. Uemura 
Theological Seminary, and for several years was general secretary of th 
- Osaka Y.W.C.A., Miss Asai is an ideal person to start the women’ 
_ educational work, ‘the side which is most neglected and most needed, - The 
need is so great and so urgent that we are printing Miss Asai’s letter as a 
-» call to more and more prayer on the part of all who read it, that her dream | 
may be speedily realized. It will, of course take years to build up the. Selly 
* Oak Colleges, or the Woodbrooke or the Labor College of Japan. But | q 
there is already a rich spiritual fellowship combined with scholarship in the — ro 
group interested in Osaka. ‘“ Somebody felt a need, and talked about it, 
Sink and the group worked for it.” That can be done here, that is being done — 
here,—and if the start of the Selly Oak Colleges in England was not in the © 
-. acquiring but the rejection of a Ginibetiner financial endowment, we can 
. also go forward in a great faith that the right principles and the urgent — 
_ demand will bring their own response in due time. ‘‘ Before they call I will. ie 
answer, and while they are yet speaking I will hear.”” If Dr. Hodgkin wilh — 
come again next summer, and, among other things, talk not only about 
-. “Seliochology”’ but ‘“West-China-Union-Universit-ology”’, concerning which — 
we understand that he is the expert, we may hope for an ever clearer vision 
and faith regarding the Selly Oak Colleges of Japan. And “ faith is the 
substance of things asked for ”’ 
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‘A KARUIZAWA CONFERENCE ON LIFE AND WORK 


What if we could have one next summer? Arrangments and auspices are © 
still pending, but there is the possibility of having Toyohiko Kagawa, Henry — 
T. Hodgkin, and Maud Royden in: Karuizawa next summer. What 
possibilities!" What a chance to bring Japanese and foreign workers into — 
united fellowship with leadership which will be not merely inspirational, but — 
definitely focussed on Christian futures in this country. The Gospel for the 
proletariat,—Christian unity in all its meanings,—and a Christian woman’s. 
function in the World Family—each suggests but one phase of the many- 
sided characters of these three great world leaders, but a moment’s — 


reflection shows the pertinence, the indispensableness, of theit combined 
messages in the Japan of 1928. wy fe 
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Mr. Kaguwe! s Letter to Dr. Aating 
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B Blactions ¢ on atcinte goth’, Tnthis’cotinection we are ré- seule his letter. 
_ to Dr. Axling refusing Dr. Mott’s invitation to y attend the Jerusalem Meeting 

F as one of twenty experts to be present : . 
I am very thankful for your kind invitation to go to Jerusalem, Sie: for 7 

E the history of politics in Japan, as you know, the next year is very important. 

_ lam praying to send six Christian friends of mine to Parliament (through the 

_ first use of Manhood Suffrage in the national elections.) | From the Social 
~ Democratic Party, Prof. Iso Abe, Bunji Suzuki, Tetsu Katayama; and from 

% the Nichiro To, Motojiro. Sugiyama, Kotora Tanahashi, Jotaro Kawakami. 

- We think if we shall fight strenuously we shall win this campaign. To get 

Bi, six Christians in the Parliament means something. As they are the friends 

Dc the proletariat, and as they understand Prohibition, and the Abolition of 

_ Licensed Prostitution (as to both of which there are great national campaigns 

' proceeding), we can use them as our fingers of God in the Parliament. 

__ I should be very willing to serve in Jerusalem if it were not such a critical 

_ time in Japan. We have never had such a good opportunity in our whole 

' Christian history in Japan. We Christians opened the door for the 

proletarian movement, and we must finish it up by sending these men to the ° 

| Parliament. Do not laugh at me. I am Samuel. ,I must elect Saul or 

_ David to finish up the campaign against the Philistines. The Nichiro Party 
wanted me to accept a nomination from Kobe. They were even going to 
nominate me without my consent, but I prevented it. Samuel is Samuel. 

' This year I am launching out on a three years’ campaign for the One 

_ Million Souls for Christ Movement in Japan, beginning from the Loo Choo 

~ Islands, and following the route of the typhoons northward. I think it is 

_ necessary to spend more for,Japan than to visit abroad. The field 1s ripe, 

"the reapers few, and if you postpone the harvest time, we shall lose a good 
opportunity to evangelize Japan. I would take it as a great privilege to 
"pray with the friends from different nations for the Kingdom of God to come ; 

_ but as the missions are cutting off the budgets for Japan, we must encourage 
ourselves more and more for the responsibility of Christianizing Japan. For 
the next World Missionary Conference I shall accept an invitation, after 

finishing up my first evangelical trip throughout Japan. I am praying for 

you and your great work in Japan. May the Lord use you more. 


EX 


Mr. Kagawa’s Annual Letter to the Los Angeles Friends of Jesus 
(who give each one dollar a month to the work of the Shikanjima Settlement) 

i Shikanjima Settlement, Osaka, 
‘ January 1, 1928. 
Dear Friends: 

I wish you a Happy New Year! I heartily thank you that since 1926 
- the One Dollar Movement has been continued. The Shikanjima Settlement 
has been progressing greatly by your favor. My prayer of January, 1925, 
has been heard, and evangelistic work in Osaka has made great progress, 
and I am very glad that the glory of the Lord’ has been manifested. This © 
eS entirely through your generous help and eager prayers. 


mh “The abs in TORY: nag tee naetiea) on. : 
in the near future on account of the new ee 
have been reducing my work in Tokyo as much as possible ie 2 
_ financial shortage. In Kobe, the work in the slum district has bee 
progress. There are many people there who are willing to g 
Hi services. My sister-in law, Dr. Yae Shiba, has been working in the 
ie rN where she has an average daily attendance of forty people. The clinic I 
be moved also, because ‘of the new City Planning of Kobe, and we are. 
ee ing to have a small new building for it before December 1929, one like 
of the Shikanjima Settlement, which cost about ten thousand yen. _ 
| During 1927 I had religious services at many places and got. see 
_ thousand men and women converted. In the spring of 1928, for the gen 
election, I am going to back several candidates. 1 shall help candid 
with humanitarian principles. After that, I am invited to India, but if 
_ general election comes at the same time, I may not be able to go the 
_ For three years from now I shall spend a half of every month in evang elisa 
- work throughout the country. Iam going to give my energy mainly | to the 
Loo Choo Islands, Kyushu, and Chugoku during 1928. Your be to m 
means help in the work of establishing the Kingdom of God. 
thank you and ask again your help from the bottom of my heart. 
ghee atic Kagawa 
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i : Kobe Foreign Children Help Mr. Kagawa 


This Christmas the children of the Kobe Union Church Sunday Senden 
prepared a special offering for Mr. Kagawa’s slum work in Shinkawa, Kobe. 
On a Sunday before the holidays there was a huge pile of white packages 
stretching all the way across the platform, part of them for Mrs. Jos@ 
wonderful emergency work for girls, part for Kagawa San. The joy and 
love with which the gifts were given added to their meaning. Some of the 
things were to be sold at 250 buyers come, the Annual and Old Clothests | 
feature of slum-life sale on the 22nd. At this picturesque nearly one 

_ hundred yen was cleared, and soon spent in buying rice to make New Years 
cakes for the very poor. December 20th was the day for pounding the rice ‘ 

_ into mochi enough for 160 families’ New Years Feasts. By a little arith- ¥ 
metic,—addition and multiplication of the number of individual representatives _ 
by the possible size of the families —for each buyer bought for her whole — 
family—one can campute the number of people made happy by the gift of | i 
the children. 

The Kobe Union Church Sunday School Orchestra made a very great 
contribution to the Osaka Civic Christmas described by Miss Baker. To | 
Ralph Outerbridge, Winton Jones and Robert and John Bates the heartiest — 
thanks is extended. We are grateful to know that they are coming. again 
soon, to a Sacred Concert at Shikanjima Settlement. ; 

It was my privilege recently to meet the Canadian Academy dosages 
children at Vesper Service, as well as a group of girls in a Sunday School - 
class, and the Sunday School assembly. Shere is in these sons and — 
daughters of missionary pioneers the fire for revolution, the love for their 
native land (Japan) as wellas for the lands of their parents, which make for 
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dards, conflicting customs? Who is going t to re 

vis with radicalism ’? that. because of their unique dou 
one will probably lead them into new paths, —beyond r 
far down the avenues of world- “cooperation | and into t 
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““O young Mariner, 
Down to the haven 
“2 _ Call your companions, 
Launch your vessel, 

And crowd your canvass, 
/ And, e’er it vanishes 

i O’er the horizon dB es 0k. 
After it, follow it, 
Follow the Gleam.”’ tah 


hi of the missionaries ’ children, now a a is Miss | Blanche, 


. NOTES . po 4 ” 

t 4 The warmest of eranide should be expressed to Miss Edith Fosdick of’ 
“Kobe College, and to Dr. William Axling of the National Christian Council a 

_ both of whom became Kagawa Cooperators last spring, and have since _ 


rendered innumerable services. Berl 


The very same printing press, the Chugai, at which Mrs. Kagawa, _ 
_ worked before her marriage, only a block from the Shinkawa Slum 
_ district, is now printing Friends of Jesus with a care and love which master 
the difficulties of the foreign language. : iiibeal 
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_ A Japanese interpretation of Jesus Christ is to be staged in America. 
The New York Times has requested the Osaka Mainichi, through the 

_ Japanese Consulate, to give permission for the production in America of the 

a play, “ Christ,” which ran for more than thirty days in its pages not long 

-age. The actor and owner, Mr. Sawada, who has been staging it in Japan, 

has given his permission. 


rah thought it would take Japan one hundred years to produce a drama of 
rist” js remarked eos hae ‘‘ but it has taken only fifty |” 


‘The evenings were filled with group discussions and an oratorical contest. 
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if addition to the usual Services : / 


January 1-4, 1928, the Friends of Jesus fed a winter conference at Are 
Settlement, called the Fukuin Gakko. About one hundred attended daily, 


hama, Kyoto and elsewhere, and were entertained in the Settlement Building - 
Courses were given on The Philosophy of Christianity Toyohiko Kagawa 
Social Studies in Revelation 


\ 


Rural Sociology Motojiro Sse ; 

History of the Reformation Dr. Harry E. Myers — 

Religion and Evolution Dr. Komat 

History of the Christian Bey” 
Brotherhoods Genjiro Yoshida 

Religion and Medicine Dr, Yano 

Old Testament Studies Rev. Kuroda - 

Christian Heroes Helen F. Topping 


4 


from six a.m: till nine p.m. Many attended from outside the city, from Yoko- 
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While the Fukuin Gakko was in progress Mr. Kagawa gave lectures 


separately for the Shikanjima neighborhood people, on Jesus and the Social 
Movement. There were a number of new card-signers. Altogether since — 
the first of October, when the Shikanjima Buildings were dedicated there » 4 


have been 240 kesshinsha or card-signers. 
January 5. The first meeting of the Nurses Mission of the Friends of 


Jesus was held as a supper, led by Miss Noguchi and Miss Topping. Plans ~ 


ay 
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were laid for a general meeting to which all head-nurses in Osaka are being © 


asked to bring groups of nurses. Meetings will be held monthly thereafter, 
and an effort made to start local evangelistic meetings in hospitals which do 


not already have them, and to correlate existing groups of Christian activity. 
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Miss Anne Van Kirk, head nurse of St. Barnabas Hospital, affiliated with — 


St. Luke's of Tokyo, is writing the letter to the head-nurses, giving meaning 
to the undertaking, as an all- Osaka movement of nurses. 


January 9. The workers at the Toyo Spinning Company held a meeting 
‘of their trade union. 


January 14. A Branch of the Metal Workers Union had their Sokal, orm 


annual meeting. 


January 17. Twenty-two new children entered the Day Nur sery, called ; 


‘“Angels Nursery School’’. There are now about fifty children in daily 
attendance. Two training students from Lambuth Kindergarten Training 
School are helping. 


January 21. Led by adolescent boys, younger boys of ten to twelve re- 


-organized their “ Boys Crusade’”’ and are holding their regular meeting 


Saturday evenings. Every morning about a dozen come to the “ Early 


. ”) 
Risers ”’ meeting at six o’clock and have their own prayer meeting in the — 


Angels Chapel, giving their service also in sweeping it clean before the 
Day Nursery children come. 
The Boy Crusaders have adopted three principles of their own invention: 
(1) To believe in God the Father 
(3) To love Labor 
(3) To work for others and serve society 


ae. ‘of the children as they rehtoeed, with a damia cloth. He did the 


"requested service but at first thought it strange that a newcomer should have © 
_ been asked to wipe the feet of others the first time of his attending. But — 
this experience became his first step toward Christianity, and afterward he 
. spoke often about it, saying ‘‘ This is the Christian way, to serve others.” 


This happened two years ago while he was an apprentice to a carpenter. _ 
_ Later he came to work at the Printery. 

January 23. The Koreans of the neighborhood had the opening “meeting 
of their own trade union. About sixty gathered, representing a variety of 
occupations. 

January 25. The mothers of the Nursery School children gathered, and 
_ Dr. Yano spoke to about fifty on a food program for children. They will 


4 have monthly meetings hereafter and want to organize a Mothers Meeting. 
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TSgeee 3,6 p.m. 

Shokichi Pomita, founder of the Aizenin, a wellknown sctlienaenet in 
Osa, and a member of the Friends of Jesus Society, will lecture on his 
recent world-trip. 

' February_4, 7 p.m. Miss Nobu Jo, the wellknown social worker of Kobe, 


- will tell of her emergency work with girls. Many thousands have been .. 
saved from self-destruction and other tragedies by Jo San. \ Her famous 
placard at the spot on the railroad tracks at Suma where suicides are, 


frequent ‘“ Chotto matte ’””—“ Wait a moment’’—giving her name and 
address and an invitation to visit her (in response to which very ‘many have 
sought and found help) was suggested by Mr. Murashima of the Mainichi, a 
great friend of Mr. Kagawa’s and a member of the Friends of Jesus. © 

- February 13. Miss. Utako Hayashi will lecture to the regular os 


Nv meeting of the Nurses Mission. 
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_ Nowadays Mr. Kagawa is giving a series of meditations on the Life of 
Jesus at the early services; Rev. Yoshida precedes them by talks on the 


_ English Reformers of the 19th Century. 


Beginning February 12th, Mr. Kagawa is putting on at the Osaka Y.M. 
C.A.a School of Religious Education on Sunday afternoons at one p.m. and 
Tuesday evening at six-thirty especially for Primary School teachers and . 
kindergarteners. The first term will last from February till April. The 
special objective is to demonstrate the principles of ‘ The Sculpture of the 
Soul”’, Mr. Kagawa’s recent book on Religious Education. The faculty 


’ will include Rev. Kuwada, Prof. Mizutani, Rev. Kuroda, Rev. Hidaka of 


Kyoto, Prof. Yokogawa of Kobe College, Mr, Sherwood Moran, Mr. Guy 
Converse, Mr. Miura, the secretary of the Osaka Y.M.C.A., Rev. Saito, Rev. 
Genjiro Yoshida, Misses Baggs and Topping, as well as Mr. Kagawa himself. 

Mr. Francis Balazs of Roumania, a young Hungarian author and com- 
poser, was entertained as a guest of the Settlement for more than a month 
over the year-end. Mr. Balazs is returning from study in Oxford and 
Berkeley via the Orient, in order to visit Kagawa and Gandhi. He repre- 
sents the World Youth Peace Congress to be held in Holland, August 1928. 
His Hiapgatiah folksongs and folksongs of many nations, and ‘his lectures on 


ape 
ee 6 youth movement. and on. siliee re 
_ Balazs” accompanied Mr. Kagawa on -evangelisti tri 
Shikoku and Beppu, having a remarkable command f the 
4 - for the short period of time he was in the country ; and lea 
_ pleasant aroma of international friendliness, and an increa: 
cooper ative world-reconstruction. 2 br 
Gs Mr. Bill Simpson, an American St. ee was also 
fora short time by Mr. Kagawa i in December, passing” on then, 
- Nishida of the Itto-en and Gandhi. A comparison ‘of the posit 
Si impson a Mr. Kagawa must be postponed to a later issue. MKS ; 
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We are on the train in a January snowstorm, having just passed from 1¢ 
_ blanket aspect, covering fields and hills and twigs and telegraph wires wit 
. heavy dazzling coatings, to the damper kind which fills the air with drift i 
splendor, but melts on the checkerboard of little rice-fields. The trai ve 
_ going to the warmer coast region in which Osaka lies, and soon the la 
/vestige of snow disappears. I become conscious of some little boys. acro 
the aisle, talking about me. Deciding rather to talk to them, I find they are ~ 
- a group of fifth “graders, chosen by scholarship, on their way home from a_ 
Re wonderful six days school excursion in Tokyo. v 
' We start telling stories,—of Kusunoki. Masashige and Masatsura, th 
brave samurai oe Kobe; of Hideyoshi of Osaka; of Matsuo Kote, th 
j ‘thirteen+yeat-old boy Avho gave his life for the Harbor of Kobe, and to a 
ie _ rescue the human sacrifices at Kiyomori’s time ; then of Kagawa, a present 
_ day hero. ‘ Before I am done with telling the story of Kagawa, one of them. 
cries, “‘ Please tell us an interesting story about Jesus Christ ! >. The; storyag 
_ of Kagawa always leads up to Christ,—even with these little boys who are 
‘supposed to know nothing about Him! | 
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“Detroit marked the passing of old missionary ideas....The problem of 
missions has become, in the thinking of the speakers at Detroit, the aro * 
_ of world christianization. And this new phrase contains all the social, — 
economic and political implications that the most advanced prophets of a 

comprehensive gospel have been preaching since the days of Rausenbusch... 
- Moreover, it was clearly recognized that there is a problem involved in the 
assurance with which a westerner undertakes the exportation of Christiania 
¥ from an unchristian environment....The missionaries are rapidly readjusting | 
their thinking.... Detroit, if it signified anything, signified the advance that the | 
i. conceptio? Givistian missions has made in very recent times.” 
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Editorial January 12, Christian Century. — | ' 

et Tiana 28d ee era srlosbes need edt Sop nats Ay apa Et pete cae ie RA A a a 
To appear soon (Continued from Page 23) 
1928 A Declaration to Mankind (Jinrui e no Sengen) Popular exposi-_ i 
tion of the books of the New Testament oe 
1928 Where the Idols Reign (Guzo no suhai suru Tokoro )—a novel — 
against licensed prostitution : 


An exposition of selected parts of the Old Testament is to appear soon, 
and a number of other books are under preparation. The religious works 
are in cheap editions, selling for 30 to 35 sen a copy. Practically all of those — 
published before the earthquake, the orginals of which were, of course, all 3 
burned, are being reprinted in such cheap. editions. a 
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_ FRIENDS 0 OF JESUS. 


oe of Stipa it is being minded? and also for the American peak 
qurches and other friends who may be interested in a re-orientation of 
pen missions. Pass it on to one of them! 


Write for extra copies and for the next issue to either | : 


J. Fullerton Gressitt ae i v 
Secretary-treasurer, Kagawa Cospexatots: oe ‘A 
Chabot Observatory, Oakland, California, 


Helen F. Topping dr Wis. 
Shikanjima Settlement Osaka Japan 


PRICE OF EXTRA COPIES =. | 


P 

. - “4 cy & P 
Single copies ............ 5 cents or Io sen side 
Aree TOL) ehajn-gis. 5 -50 cents or Y.1.00 ie 
One hundred for......... $3.50 or Y.7.00 A 


as long as they last ! 


